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World Bank Spring Meetings  

8 April 2021 at 9:00-10:15 am EST | 15:00-16:15 CET 

BACKGROUND 
As we enter the Decade of Action to deliver the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the 
world faces an unprecedented challenge with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The acceleration of 
ocean-based climate solutions can play a key 
role in recovering both better and bluer, while 
delivering on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
 
The unique role of private companies in 
enabling innovation, investment and impact 
puts them at the very forefront for scaling-
up projects which can advance climate 
action. Accelerating investments in a 
sustainable Blue Economy will be a crucial 
lever for the ocean to contribute to a 
resilient, equitable and net zero emissions 
future.  
 
The financial sector will play a central role in 
this journey. It has increasingly addressed 
the risks of unsustainable business 
operations and has developed innovative, 
new financial mechanisms1 to incentivize 

 
1 See: UN Global Compact Practical Guidance to 
Issue a Blue Bond 

those actors wishing to demonstrate their 
corporate stewardship. Governments and 
global institutions must now create the 
necessary enabling environment for these 
mechanisms to flourish and become 
common practice.  
 
This session is a key milestone in the UN 
Global Compact’s Blue Road Towards 
COP26 which explores several ocean-based 
climate solutions and their drivers to secure 
a resilient, net-zero future. The Blue Road 
will further cement the crucial role ocean-
based solutions can play in delivering on the 
COP26 priorities. The overarching goal is to 
see a growing incorporation of ocean-based 
climate solutions in countries’ Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) to help 
advance climate action and curb emissions.  
 
This meeting, co-hosted with IDB Invest, will 
particularly explore the role of governments, 
companies and financial institutions in 
securing the necessary finance for the 



 

 

ocean to deliver its full potential in reaching 
the Paris Agreement and supporting 
sustainable development. The session will 
highlight existing and emerging private 
finance mechanisms, such as blue bonds, 

as well as underscore the importance of 
adopting an integrated ocean management 
when it comes to unlocking the full potential 
of the ocean in a sustainable, inclusive and 
strategic manner. 

 
AGENDA 
 
9:00-9:05 am EDT | Opening Remarks: The Blue Road to COP26 

● Mr. Ignace Beguin, Lead, Ocean and Coastal Zones, UNFCCC High Level Climate 
Champions 

 
9:05 - 9:30 am EDT | A Pivotal Year for Climate Action: The Role of the Sustainable Blue 
Economy  
Countries need to incorporate ocean-based climate solutions in their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) and urgently accelerate investments in sustainable ocean-based sectors 
for the world to meet the 1.5 degree target of the Paris Agreement. Ocean-based companies 
and investors are calling for a clear framework where economic development can occur without 
causing harm to ecosystems and damaging marine environments.  
 
Moderator: Mr. Sturla Henriksen, Special Advisor, Ocean, UN Global Compact  

● Ms. Helena Vieira, Director General of Maritime Policy to the Minister of the Sea, 
Portugal 

● Ms. Kennedy Carrillo, CEO, Ministry of the Blue Economy, Belize 
● Mr. Gregory Watson, Lead Specialist, Natural Capital Lab, Climate Change & Sustainable 

Development Sector, Inter-American Development Bank 
 

Moderator:  Mr. Erik Giercksky, Head, Sustainable Ocean Business, UN Global Compact 
 
9:30 am EDT | Driving Sustainable Ocean Business Ambition: Mr. Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer, CMA CGM 
 



 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Suzanne Johnson, Senior Advisor, Sustainable Ocean Business, UN Global 
Compact 
 
9:35 - 10:15 am EDT | Scaling up Ocean-Based Climate Solutions: From Principles to Blue 
Finance 
 

● Mr. James Scriven, CEO, IDB Invest 
● Mr. Joop Hessels, Executive Director Sustainable Bond Finance, ABN AMRO Bank  
● Mr. Scott Mather, CIO U.S. Core Strategies, PIMCO 
● Mr. Tom Eveson, Director, Sustainable Finance Solutions for the Americas at 

Sustainalytics 
● Ms. Gyrid Skalleberg Ingerø, CFO, Kongsberg Gruppen ASA, the new role of a Blue CFO 
● Ms. Isabel Ucha, CEO, Euronext Lisbon 

 
The output of these sessions will be input to the Sustainable Ocean Business Action Platform’s 
recommendations to the COP26 on the role of Ocean and Climate Action.  
 
More information about this process is available with the team.  
 


